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(Speech delivered by Laura Patience, year 12 student at Flinders Christian Community College during the South Eastern for Sustainability’s AGM on 11 November, 2011.)

Like a lot of you here I’m really passionate about conservation of endangered species which as we all know is a really important topic. 

[image: 20100517_Orangutan_01][image: 20080922_PNG_7570]You probably already know that one of the biggest threats to endangered wildlife is actually habitat loss, but I don’t know if you’ve heard that at the moment so much habitat is being lost to palm oil plantations. Palm oil trees grow in tropical climates, where the kernels are harvested and the oil extracted from these is sent around the world. As you can see from this image, an incredible amount of habitat is being lost people growing palm oil, which means there is so much wildlife and biodiversity being lost to palm oil plantations, with the most famous of these being the orang-utan.

The picture on the left demonstrates well the incredible impact that deforestation and palm oil are having on the natural environment. What you can see here are rangers taking orphaned orang-utans out into the jungle to teach them how to survive in the wild, which is no mean feat as it takes eight years for an orang-utan to mature. Now it’s absolutely great that these people have taken the initiative to do this but at the same time it’s absolutely awful that it is necessary, that these animals have been orphaned as a result of habitat loss.  

	•vegetable oil                           •Vegetable fats
•Sodium laureth sulphate         •Sodium lauryl sulphates
•Sodium dodecyl sulphate       •Palmate
•Palm oil kernel                       •Palmitate
•Elaeis guineensis                    •Glyceryl stearate
•Stearic acid                             •Steareth-2
•Steareth-20                             •Sodium lauryl sulfoacetate
                                                                                                                      (coconut and/or palm)

•Hydrated palm glycerides      •Sodium isostearoyl lactylaye
•Vegetable stearic acid            •Cetyl palmitate
•Octyl palmitate
 (Anything ending in palmitate)




Palm oil is in a huge amount of processes foods; everything from potato chips to soap, fried foods, cosmetics, toothpaste…really everyday products that we see and buy all the time. And the more we consume these products, the bigger the industry grows, and the more forest gets cut down to grow more palm oil. 

When I first heard about this, I though, “ok, I’ll just stamp palm oil out of my diet” 
But that’s actually a really hard thing to do for most of us. For one thing, palm oil isn’t actually labelled in the products it’s in. Companies aren’t obliged to label it specifically, so it may be labelled under any one of 
Vegetable oil – Palmate - Stearic acid
…and there are heaps of others I can’t actually pronounce, shown in the table left.

Now, I find that so irritating. We don’t actually know which products have palm oil in them! And sometimes, when palm oil is recognised, it’s so easy to think that it’s only such an insignificant proportion of the product, how could it possibly be doing any harm?
But the reality is, that small, insignificant ingredient, is destroying millions and millions of acres of forest. 

I think this is an absolute tragedy. Habitat is being lost, species are constantly moving closer to being listed on the endangered species list and sometimes it can seem as if so little is being done.
But I’m not trying to dishearten you with this information. It’s so easy in this day and age to hear about endangered species and become so discouraged. But my point is that, despite all the forest that’s being cut down to support these plantations, there is so much we can do to make a difference. 
Even by doing something as simple as replacing chocolate bars with fruit, you can slow down the process of deforestation in those beautiful tropical rainforests.
Foods that are healthier fore you are also healthier for the environment. Therefore, by doing something as simple as buying fewer processed foods that contain palm oil and more of those healthier options, you will already be doing so much to help with the conservation of so much wildlife. 

A lot of us don’t actually realise that our everyday actions are constantly changing the lives of animals many of us don’t even know exist. 
   
The pangolin, pictured on the top left,. is such a unique animal; one of just a handful of mammals to be covered in keratin scales…unfortunately it also favours the same type of climate as the palm oil tree. 
And the proboscis monkey, bottom right, is endemic to the island of Borneo, one of the Islands threatened by expanding palm oil plantations. 
Chances are many of you are unfamiliar with these animals, but these are just four! There are so many more in need of conservation, (such as the pygmy elephant, and Amazonian wildlife too) but (thankfully) there is also so much we can do. Simply by making a few lifestyle changes, you will be doing so much (whether you realise it or not) to help prevent so many species from becoming endangered. 
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